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I have given as nearly as possible the gist of conversations
that spread over many days. I had asked him of the ruins
of which Jabir had told me. No, he had replied, I saw no
ruins—nothing, only the iron. But could you find the place,
I asked, if the sands have covered it ? If God wills, I will
show you the very spot; and we can dig to it if the sand is
not too deep. And I will reward you, I declared, if you show
me the iron itself, but I must see the iron. Suwid and Abu
Ja'sha were with us when this talk of rewards took place.
How much will you give him ? they asked. I will reward
him, I said, but how much do you think it is worth ? A lot
of money ! said Abu Ja'sha. Yes, a lot of money 1 echoed
Suwid. Well, tell me, I replied, how much do you think ?
Would you give him 30 dollars (£1 3.0s.) ? he suggested.
That is a lot of money, I urged ; you are greedy of gain, you
folk, but it is not worth all that. Say 15 dollars. No, let us
say 20. They beamed approval at such a princely offer and
we closed on that.
And there are ruins too, volunteered Suwid ; I have heard
speak of them but I have not been in those parts. Well, I
replied, I will give rewards for any ruins you will find me
there or elsewhere. They speak of a city, he went on, the
city of 'Ad ibn Kin'ad—Obar ! Do you know where it is ?
I asked. No, he replied, but 'All does. It is a great city he
says full of mansions (Qusur).1 So 'Ali was roped into the
conversation though I had now to walk warily. The offer of a
substantial reward for the city as a whole might have resulted
in the disclosure of an isolated hamlet and the concealment
of the rest. The best policy was a small reward for every
separate building and I offered five dollars apiece on that
basis. Everybody seemed delighted except 'Ali. They would
dig up the whole desert to make it give up its hidden secrets
for such recompense. But 'Ali had held his peace, brooding
gloomily. Why share such profits with any one ? He had
laid his plans before he began to talk freely on the subject
and, as far as possible, he kept his information for my private
ear. I heard through Sa'dan that he and Zayid had expressed
resentment at my wholesale offer of rewards.
1 The word Qasr (plural Qusur) is used of any kind of mansion.

